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GNOMIC:  (Greek)  lit. "wisdom" literature; proverbs, maxims, apho-
risms; at lowest level, popular saws; at highest, ethical sententiae.
GOTHIC(K): in literature only, a tale of mystery and terror, often
with elements of the supernatural;  formally started with Horace
Walpole's Castle of Otranto, 1764; still going strong.
GROTESQUE: willful blending of the terrible and the ludicrous. Par-
ticularly monsters; cf. Faust, I and II, Medieval and Classical Wal-
purgis Nacht; strong in Victor Hugo. Pirandello used a psychological
brand of the grotesque.  (Often, in common speech, merely ludic-
rous,)

HUMANISM: (a) sympathy with mankind as such. Terence: I am a man,
and nothing human is alien to me. Leads to philanthropy and hu-
manitarianism; (b) Philosophy according to which man is the end
and measure of all things; often blending with philosophical (not
with literary) Naturalism, q.v.; e.g., Rabelais; (c) Culture of human
values through the classics of antiquity. Sometimes narrowed (unduly)
to Greek and Latin scholarship. No mer& grammarian can be a true
humanist; (d) Neo-Humanism: man is man, neither an Angel
(supernaturalism) nor a beast (materialism). A doctrine of enlight-
ened discipline; often with a conservative tinge (Irving Babbitt).

IMMORTALS, the Forty: title ironically given to the members of the
French (literary) Academy, most of whom are forgotten in their
own lifetime.

IMPRESSIONISM: immediate reproduction of images derived from the
senses, the intellect acting as a transmitting medium, not as a modi-
fying influence. (These images need not be purely material.) Both
analysis and synthesis avoided. Compatible with Romanticism and
Realism, Symbolism is no part of Impressionism, but may be super-
added.

IMPRESSIONISTIC CRITICISM: "So help me God, I cannot other-
wise" (Luther at the Diet of Worms). Refusal to pretend for dog-
matic or social reasons.

INTELLIGENTSIA (Russian): the intellectuals. A term which may
have had a meaning in Russia; now antiquated jargon.

IRONY (lit. questioning; Socratic method): (a) condensed reductio ad
absurdum-, agreeing with opponent better than he agrees with him-
self; e.g., "Every nation should have a navy equal to all the other
navies combined." (b) Conscious discrepancy between tone and
mood: apparent agreement covering satire (the reverse, less frequent,
is also a form of irony).

IRONY AND PITY: excellent phrase coined by Anatole Francej un-
fortunately turned into a cliche.